



¥e'd like to get to know you.- ¥e*d. like to get to know all 
of you in Bacon County. That’s what this ¥iregrass-hopper is all 
about. ¥e went out to listen to you the people, you the folk, 
you the history-makers and this that we have to share is a part 
of what we had to learn. 

This issue of the ¥iregrass-hopper is the work of the entire 
eighth grade class at Bacon County Junior High School. The course 
this issue grew out of was my Georgia Folklore class, taught this 
year to all Junior High students. Next quarter sixth graders will 
he out to learn what they can from you, then later the seventh graders. 
Some of the eighth graders have taken such an interest that 
they have offered to lend a helping hand to upcoming students in 
their work on future issues of the ¥iregrass-hopper . These 
assisting editors will he Mike Taylor, John Elrod, Lisa Taylor, 

Gina Davis, Linda Tyus, Suzanne Nohles and Dianne Ricketson. 

You see we hope to he hack in magazine shape next quarter with 
the discoveries of the sixth graders, and on with the seventh. 

You’ll understand if our writing isn't all that sophisticated 
stuff, because we left some of the things just the way they were 
to prove to you there still is some room in the English language 
for a little individuality here and there. And we tried to put 
the stories the way they soianded to us when you told them. 

¥e sure do feel more at home with you now that you got to 
tellin' us the way things used to he and the things you learned 
from your folks. You sure were nice to take the time and take 
us to heart and all. All of you certainly have been fine and 
we thank you for your interest in us. 

Miss Charlotte Virusky 


and the eighth grade Folklore class 
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LBT' S 


GO KOlJTIiTG 


'■'Go gotcha gun. I’ll wavi'ii up the bruck. '.a roadyV 
lut'e g-'. It ’ c col' t'nite."' 

■hrop, hope them rabbits is out...but it shore is col'. Th' 
might be froze in their hole." 

■'Ya wanna go round th' corn field first?" 

'■Yea. Yore gun loaded? Shore th'heat's on? My butt's froze." 
"Ya seen one?" 


"hope. Hey, looka there's onel" 

"I got him. (shots ring out) He's dead." 

■■..ell now, I got one, you ain't." 

•’Look, th' moon's so red you'd think it 'uz th' sun, but 
dutn't give of the heat." 

The road was bumpy round the corn field, the night was cold. 

The shots rang out eleven to nine and pride swelled.. .But more than 
the winning, the jesting that followed^ there was the magic excitement 
of that night to call back, the good times to remember, retell and 
the friendship that grew* 

"Let's g' home•" 

"Beatcha again," 

"Hope, ya jus' got lucky." 

"See ya tomorrow nite, maybe," 


Benn Johnson 
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BLUE BOY 


In th* late 1930's me an' Alton le^ contacted Mr, Liston Wiles 
'bout helpin' us locate some wild hogs down on th' Ok'fenok' Swunpo 
Mr, Wiles had moved here from th* Swump an' knew alot lih people 
down there. Me an' Alton told Mr^ Wil.es we wanted t' buy uh bunch 
uh wi.ld hogSo This 'll be th' beginnin’ uh th' story about 01' 

Blue Boy, uh wild boar hog. 

Mr, Wiles got in touch with some friends on th' 0k'.Fenok' an' 
they trapped us three truck loads uh wi ld hogs. We boug,ht th' hogs 
an' brought them t' Ba'n County an* turned 'em loose down toward 
th' little an' Big Hurricane Creek. 

There wuz one blue boar In th‘ bunch uh wild hogs that we 
called Blue Boy. Blue Boy wuz a pretty good size hog an' he 
ranged in territory of approximately six to seven miles between 
th’ Big and Little Hurricane Creek south uh Alma. Th' boar had 
'round fifty sows that he gijarded in this territory. 

He became uh threat t* all things that invaded his territory. 
Blue Boy wuz known t' run men that wuz rerpentinin' in th' woods 
up trees an’ have 'em for uh coupla hours. They would be scared 
t' come down. Blue Boy had more than uh few people dreadin' t' 
meet up with him. He killed uh few dogs that came in his 
territory, but he never came out in th' roads or open. He always 
stayed in th' thickly wooded area; he wuz definately thJ king of 
his territory. 

I let 'im run this territory for approximately five years. 

He had tusks extendin' outa his mouth ‘round three inches long on 
each side. He cut a few uh t-h' boars that other farmers owned t' 
death guardin' his territory. He was shot a few times, but never 
killed. 


-4 



People 'round here put a lota pressure on me t' do somethin' 
with 'im. Mr. Marvin Varnedore came t' me and said that Blue Boy 
had r\in 'im out th' woods several times while ridin' his horse. 
Mr. Varnedore knew he wuz my hog an' that I'd tTirned 'im loose 
round five years ago in this vicinity. He said that he wuz gone 
to have t' kill Blue Boy 'cause he couldn't have 'im endangerin' 
his turpentine workers, far as hisself he wouldn't go into th' 
woods if he wuzn't ridin' his horse. 
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I told Mr-, Varnedore I'd do something about it. I hated to 
do what I wijz gone t' have t' do, 'cause Old Blue Boy wuz only guardin' 
what he thought wuz his, 

1 got two or three men together an' two of the' best bulldogs 
that there wuz around, one of these bulldogs belongin' to me, 

Will Henry Coley, Me an' Scrap Carter an' two more men started 
huntin' for Blue Boy an' th' second day we found 'im. 

He didn't run. He wuz ready t' fight. We were on horseback ^ 

an' we each had ropes t* tie 'im if the' dogs caught 'im an' 
guns if they couldn't handle 'im, 

Th' dogs, several hound an' two bulldogs, attacked Blue Boy 
an' he attacked them. They fought over uh pretty good area. We 
were scared t' 'get off oinr horses yet; there wuz blood scattered 
over th' grass an' bushes for uh good area. Th' blood wuz cornin' 
from Blue Boy an' the' dogs,'^ Blue Boy tired down some because he 
wuz fightin’ five dogs. 

Scrap Carter wuz th' younget an' most active. He eased off 
his horse, th' dogs had Blue Boy by th' ear. Scrap eased up an' 
grabbed 'im by his hind legs; th' rest dismounted quickly an' 
tied Blue Boy by all his Legs. It wuz th' worst fight we'd ever 
seen outa anything. 

We put two uh th' dogs 'cross our horses an' then brought 
'em out; of fch' wood, they bled so much, they were so-weak that 
thed'y follow awhile an' then lay down. We sent one man on 
ahead t' get uh truck t' carry th' dogs t' a vetinary named 
Dr. Wolf, These dogs were cut t' th' cavities in their bodies 
in several places. 

It took uh number uh stiches t' sew '.em up. Dr. Wolf said 
f ''y' lost uh lota blood. But he believed they'd make it if 
we took good care of 'em. We brought 'em back home an' 





got uh mule an' wagon an' went t' get Blue Boy, .v.there. wa2;,no 
way t' get a truck where he wuz. 

he wuz still there when we got there. We brought him to th' 
farm then we cut his tusks off an' :changed him from uh boar to 
uh borrow. Then we put 'im in a pen that we knew would hold 'im. 

He lived an' so did th' dogs. I hated t' take this feelin' 
away from him, 'cause he wuz feelin' what wuz his, his territory. 

This is the end of this story about Blue Boy. Mr. Vamedore an' 
Scrap Carter are still livin' in Alma an' Dr. ^olf who lives in 

Jesup could verify this story. 


Told by Mr. bill Henry Coley 
written by Mike Taylor 
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G'.'COUG-jrCii B'yi, Charapion Eea^le 


lie, '.'j . Coley, ordered this heagle puppy outa ’lennersee* 

I’e wuz registered ■srith th ' American Ilennel Association, i. is 
registered name wuz Georgey Boy. Beagles are noted for their 
ability t* trail rabbits an' deer, an' make excellent pets 'cause 
they're not vicious toward children. 

I trained him t' trail rabbits, but he'd one fault 'bout 
him that we didn't particularly like. If ya took another male 
dog on th' hunt he would not run, but if ya took uh female dog, 
he would run his heart out for you an' th' female dog. 

Ee could pick up uh trail an' trail it vdien very few other 
dogs could smell th' scent. He's what's called a real cold nose 
trailer...that'a where rabbits had been there uh long time before 
th' dog came along. lie isn't uh fast dog, but his ability t' 
trail an' straighten out trails for other dogs makes him uh 
champion in his field. 

ile an' Scrap Carter has hunted together uh great dial an' 
we judge our dogs by their ability t' run an' trail. On one 
particular day we were huntin' on th' sand hill side uh th' 
Hurricane Creek with our dogs« Th' dogs made several rounds, 
and' it wuz uh nice race with all th' dogs barkin' on th' scent 
uh th' trail. We presumed it wuz uh rabbit. 

If ya take uh good hunter, he'll tell his dogs by their 
harks on uh chase. Georgey Boy wuz in there crying out on th' 
trail, he could be picked out by his voice very easily. We had 
never seen th' rabbit, but Georgey Boy wuz in there runnin' 
his heart out with these feraale dogs. 

They headed down th' cree'k runnin' straight.. .when they 
started runnin' straight we said it wuz not uh rabbit. VJe said 
it wuz somethin' like uh cat or fox. Before th' dogs got where 
we couldn't hear them barkin' they all stopped. 




¥e said it wuz probably uii cat an’ he climbed uh tree an' 
beagles are not noted for tree dogs. Then all th' dogs came 
back to us but Georgey Boy, so we waited an' called an' then we 
saw.something comin.' 

When it got closee enough, we discovered it wuz Georgy Boy 
with uh big buck rabbit in his mouth. An' every time we went 
huntin' in uh thick place he would bring the' rabbit out if the' 
caught 'im. 

This dog still lives an' Edward Taylor owns him. He had all 
the traits of uh field trial dog, he is a champion in his field. 

Told by Will Henry Coley 
Written by Mike Taylor 
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ANIMALS 


If a rooster goes to bed crowing^ he will wake up with rain on 
his head. 

If-you have gotten a dog who won't stay home. Take a pair of 
scissors and clip off the hairs on the end of his tail. Now 
hurry and bury them under the door step. 

VIhen a turtle bites your , finger, he won't turn aloose until it 
thunders. 

While an owl's hooting, the catfish will bite. 

If you kill a hog when the moon is decreasing then vftien you go 
to fry the meat, it will turn to fat. 

Green-leaf puppies, those born in the spring, are almost impossibl 
to raise, and make the best dogs. 

If the roof of a dogs mouth is black, he will be a good hunting 
dog. 

Dogs with dew-claws will not die If bitten by a snake. 

Save and hatch all the eggs laid on Easter Sunday because the hens 
will lay colored eggs the next Easter, 

If you kill a -frog your cow will not give any more milk. 


MARRIAGE 

If you break a wishbone and put it over a door, whoever walks 
in you will marry. 

If you take an egg and boil it and cut it in half, pour salt 
on both sides and a person eats one and then the other half 
and swallows it without drinking water. Take a glass of water 
to bed and then both people go to bed and sleeps and then the 
person you are going to marry will bring you water. 

If you want to find out what color your husbands hair color is, 
take ten steps out your back door on your heels, When you get 
to the tenth step look behind the heel that took it and there 
will be a small hair behind itj it will be the color of your 
future husband’s. 

Id you want to find ^at your future husband will look like, 
on the stroke of midnight take a glass of water and light a 
match behind it. His face will appear. 

If you 1 egg, 1 cup of salt, 1 cup of flour and 1/2 cup of 
water mix it all together and bake it“-two people have got to 
do this anyway. Take a slice of the cake and walk backwards to 
bed eating the cake and you will have a dream and see a picture 
of who you are going to marry, 
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DREAMS 


For people that have nightmares, put the shoes that you have worn 
that day under* your bed that night you won't have nightmares or 
h'-d dreams „ 

Plaoe a Bible \jnder your pillow and you will never have nightmares. 
If you dream the same dream three times, it will come true. 

Dream of a death is a sign of a wedding. 


TOOTH 

When you cut your wisdom teeth you have liVed half of your life. 

When you pull a tooth ahd you don't put your tongue in that place, 
a gold tooth will grow back there. 


VISITING AND MONEY SAYINGS 


If you drop a pair of sissors you will be disappointed in who comes 
If yoiir nose itches someone is coming to sec you. 

If your left hand itches, you'll shake hands with a stranger. 

Ij. you drop a dirty dishcloth someone Ls oomiiig. 

If your necklace lock is turned to the pendant your boyfriend is 
thinking about you. 

If you're talking about someone and you say a name, but you mean 
someone else, the person whose name you didn't mean to say is talk¬ 
ing about you. 

If the palm of your hand itches expect money. 

If your left hand itches, you'll get hold of money. 


DIS "N DAT 


If you find a four leaf clover you will have good luck. 

Start planting com on Thursday and the birds won't pull it up. 

When someone gives you a plant, don't say "Thank you" or the 
plant will die. 

you clean house on New Years Day, you'll clean house all year 
L ,,\and. 
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Reporters for this section were the following; Randy Sirtunons, 
Ricky Legget, Donna Lewia^ Pam dewberry, VJanda Dixon, Patricia 
V/ood, Eugene Bryant, Sheila Taylor, Donnie Rigby, Riclcy I'iosby, 

Judy liolland, Joey Taylor, Renee Turner, Mary Kell Bullard, 

Lisa Taylor, Gina Davia, Mike Taylor, Eddie Cribb, Kenneth Tanner, 
Teresa Cribb, Karen Surrency, Harold Thomas, Rugena Taylor, 

MrSo Iva Lee Rewis, Lori Jordan, Beth Turner, Christine Nettles, 
Edward Waters, Sonja Williams, and Patty Hendersono 
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GRAimY TO 300 


I have a Granny that *3 a granny to three hundred other kids, and 
if anybody could be granny to that many kida my granny could0 She's 
not a granny to them in just the same way she is to me thougho 
Can you figure this one out? 

Ify granny, Mora Stewart or "Aunt Nora" as some call her, 
was a grannywoman or a Mid-wife back furing the depressiono She's 
the last living mid-wife we could find with all our searching 
in Bacon Countyo Granny remembers six others, but we couldn't 
find any of them livingo 

Granny took training from a doctor in Nichols who told 
her she "had a gift*" Although she hasn’'t practiced in at least 
twenty years, in the quarter of a century that she did practice 
she delivered approximately 3OO babies, and says she lost only 
fivso Most of these people could not afford to pay her for her 
serviceso Sometimes she was given a side of meat or a ham and 
those who could afford to pay bave her as much as $ 5 # 00 e 

This was truly a labor of love on her part for in those 
days there were few doctors, and often time if a patient had 
failed to pay the first bill, the doctor refused to come in a 
time of need. There was little money in these rural areas at 
any rate* 

No, she certainly didn’t do this kind of work for money with all 
the hardwhlps she had to face. Riding in a horse and wagon, or 
just on horseback she oftentimes had to climb down and swim or 
wade "cross the creeks" She'd stay all day and night if the 



case needed her, leaving her family and household unattended 
to minister to the sick. Sometimes she'd just get back home and 
she'd have to"tuna around an go again.” 

"Seams like women were prouder to have their babies 
back then, took them more like a mother," Granny told us* 

"Also seams having babies was a closeness in the family that 
you don't got now." 

"The hardest time I remember was iiAien uh woman nearly bled 
t' death, started t* hemmorage* I sent for th' doctor, but he 
wouldn't comeo I remembered vihat I was taught an' got up on 
her an' pressed on her stomach as hard as I could, I was 
warned about her 'cause she had a heart condition, but she 
lived an* th' baby too," Granny Stewart told uso 

Granny was honored as a "Book of Golden Deeds" citizen 
and I was glad because I had always remembered vdiat she'd saido 
"I feel that in my own small way I am only doing vdiat God 
would have me to do with whatever talent He gave Me to h*lp 
my fellow man. This is what I think Ho expects everyone of 
us to do* As long as He gives me strength. I'll do the best 
I can do to serve ^daerevor I can, " 


An interview with iTora Stewart 
by Susan Stewart 
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HAVE YOU 


HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF JACOB"S LADDER, 

A BOWTIE, PINWHEEL, AN'DOUBLE SUNFLOWER? 

HAVE YA SEEN ROBBING PETER TO PAY PAUL, 

A LONE STAR, BISQUIT, ANY OF THESE AT ALL? 

HAVE YOU EVER LAID UNDER A POPLAR- LEAF, 

A PRIMSTONE LATCH, OR A ....OF GOOD GRIEF I 
HAVE YOU EVER TUFT'D AT QUARTET, 

STUFT A DRUNKARD'S PATH-WHY THAT? 

HAVE YA BOUND'A LOG CABIN 
OR FOUND A SHOOFLY? 

HAVE YOU SEWN A FLOCK OF GEESE, 

OR A NINE BLOCK, FOUR BLOCK, EITHER OF THESE? 

HAVE YOU WARMED UP TO DUCK AND DUCKLINGS? 

OR ARON'D DOUBLE WEDDING RINGS? 

THERE ARE EIGHTEEN QUILTS IN THIS POEM 
HAVE YA SEWN 'EM? DO YA KNOW 'EM? 

By Linda Tyus and Suzanne Nobles 

The poem, an original, should be evidence enough that there 
is plenty of interest in quilting, we just don't have the space in 
this issue for a complete spread. Included are pictures of eight- 
grader Janet Solomon and a beautiful star top, a bowtie quilt, and 
a coverlet over a hijndred years old that her great grandmother wove 
from wool shorn from sheep in Bacon County. The coverlet was died 
with natural dye (For more information look to our next issue) and 
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HAUNTED HAPPENINGS 


The night air was cool. Joe pulled his coat closer up 
around his neck. Way had he accepted the dare to go to the 
Dedge Farm house? Just to see if all that stuff really happened 
was his reason, of course. 

He stepped into a room across from where he was standing. 

The door slowly creaked shut . Two huge eyes stared down at him 
from the mantle piece. Joe grasped in fright. Then the cat 
gave a long mew and jumped off. the mantle and ran elsewhere in 
the room. 

Joe gave a sigh of relief and backed up against a wall then 
the door that had shut on him began to swing open. His eyes 
bulged in horror. What would be behind the swinging door? Would 
it be the man with horns? Or Dr. Dedge? Or just a plain out 
ghost? 

Joe never found out because when the door opened, Joe fled 
out a window in terror, Joe never found out much about the 
Dedge Farm, but you can. You can also find out about many other 
phenomenonal happenings. 

We've taken the danger out of your inquiries, we've done the 
dirty work, saved you the shivers. If you've always wondered 
about the whisperings, come. Come, real all our expose of ghosts, 
goblins, and haunted happenings in Bacon County. 

A MAN WITH HOHNS 

Francis Taylor told us the most unusual story. With a 
faraway look in her eye she started, "I used to be scared slam 
t' death when we lived at Dedge Farm. Boy, you could see lights 
of all kinds floatin' 'round there at night. You could hear 
an' see th' doors open. 
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They’d just swing wide open an® th* iight-s x-^ould go across 
th’ hall from one room fc“ th® other one*. That happened most 
aiiy time you’d look t’ see Its I didn’t look many times thougho 
.■Tisz too scareds 

I lived there ’bout two yearso That went on th’ whole time 
I lived there 0 Th’ reason they say all of that happened is that 
there wuz a dentist named Dr,) Dedge who owned Dedge Farm back 
years agOo" 

The story goes that this Dr^ Dedge took a black shos--shine 
boy from ITiclolls^ split his scalp^ and planted horns on his head® 
IVhen his hair and skin grew back, he is to have taken him around 
the country side charging people to see this spectacle of a man 
with horns 0 Legend had it that Dedge is even to have taken him 
to the Worlds Pair„ 

There have been many curious stories springing up about this 
happeningo With time and story=tellers murders have been added to 
^ .avor the plotp These perhaps coincide with the evidences In the 
farm house of bullet holes in the door and blood spots that the 
many inhabitants of the Dedge Farm house testify tOo 

'There was a spot of blood on th’ kitchen floor you could 
scrub all day and It wouldn’t come up off that i;ooden f ;ooro 
That happened a long time ago, but so far as 1 icnow it still happens 
told Francis c. 

Will Coley, Francis’ brother said, "There wuz a bullet hole 
in th» door and blood on th’ wall, as well as th’ floorc. How these 
came here, i e don’t knoWc.'' 

Told by Francis Taylor 
iiiritten by Lisa Taylor 
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s ' stkaege 


"lie an* iny ycungesb brother usta go set up \rlth one 
second cousins viio quz in bed v;-ith typhoid fever an' we 
eacli afraid t' pass the cemetary above our home <, he'd 


uh 
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go just before th' sun goes downs We’d pass that ceraetary 'fore 
th ' sun goes down. 

We'd sit with th' sick fold 'til two o'clock in th» momin'. 
Yeah, we wouldn't come back by th» cemetary. We'd come up th' 
upper lane from the cometary, which wuz 'bout, oh, lah >marter 
mile 'cross th' fieldo 

Cornin' down th* road one dark night somethin' strange appeared 
in the road 'head of us. It was as black as black could be. Had 
teeth 'bout as long, look as long as a long finger. 

It had eyes of blood. It wuz 'bout eight er ten inches high 
an' 'bout th' size of a common poodle dog. It stood before us 
'tween me an' my brother in a three rutted road an' we hollered 
an* squalled at it like we wuz talkin' to a dog an' it stood there 
an* when it come in th* road it came in from th* opposite side of 
vhere my brother wuz standxn*• It stopped 'bout a yard from where 
we wuz standin. 

When it left, it disappeared just like it had come in the road. 
It went out sideways an* it went out the same side th' road. Je 
wont aways down an* it appeared just th' same way as it had before, 
just standin' in th' road starin'. Brother wuz goin* t' cutit 
with a knife t' see if it would bleed but it disappeared same as 
before ^ 

It wuzn't anything I'd ever seen before an* to this day 
I don't know vftiat it wuz we saw that night. 

Told by Bessie Rozier 
Transcribed by Gina Davis 
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A CAR, BUT IjO CAR 


"We ;ruz goin* t' chvirch one night, when this car rm by us 
we ain't seen no car yet* We all got out of th' road an' wuz 
walkin' duck-fashion right down th* side of th' road. There 
wuz just a plum bunch of us, all young uns» Some grown people 
too. We wuz all goin' to chiirch. 

So we got started down th' hill an' seen uh car's lights cornin' 
down th' other hill Just as usual. It made the same ol' racket 
an' come right on by us. We aintt seen no car. But we seen th' 
lights. It come on by us and we ain't none made out what 
that was. There wuz, I imagine about twenty head of us. 

So we all went on to church pretty quick. Some of them told 
it around,,,! never did get a chance to tell it when I got t' th' 
church,,,they'd done told it. 

That's really th' only thing I seen, but we couldn't really 
ii. ^e out what it wuz, Buf they said how come it happen back there 
is 'cause way back years ago a woman an' a man turned their car 
over at that bridge an' the little child got killed. They say 
you can see it ever so often. That's all I know,,,'cause I know 
wo seen that an' ain't none ever made out what that wuz. 

Told by Tommy Lee Taylor 
Written by Liaa Taylor 

BALLS OP FIRE 

You've heard plenty of stories about people who have been 
chased by balls of fire. Well here's one story that might explain 
how all that might happen. 
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The young man always left to go late In the evening an come 
back along about nine or ten o'clock the same night» On one 
special night my daddy's brothers was a waitin' for him. 

Two of them met him all wrapped up in sheets and chased him 
under the old persimmon tree where one of them was a waitin' with 
some old tobacco twine all rolled up in a ball that had been soaked 
in kerosene, 

VJhen he got under that old tree daddy's brother lit it up 
and throwed it at him. It looked just like a ball of fire chasin' 
him. On down the road a little ways two more of his brother's 
had plaw lines and wire tied across the road to trip him up >hen 
he come a runnin.' 

He run right through that just like there wasn't nothin' there 

and you know somethin', that young man never came back by here again. 

Written as June Wheeler remembers 
her father C*H. Wheeler telling it, 

THE RETURN OP GLENDA 

"One day our cousins came t' visit us» We played games an' 
eat dinner. Pretty soon it wuz time t' go, but all ray cousins 
wanted to spend th' night. After beggin' and pleadin' fer awhile 
my aunt an' uncle said that they all could stay. 

Later on that night we wuz sittin' in th' livin' room listenin' 
to Billy and Darrel tell us a story, an' uh man came up an' 
asked if my cousins, Billy, Darrell, and Brenda wuz there. We 
said, 'Yes.^ 

Then he told us my aunt and uncle (Billy, Brenda and Darrell's 
parents) had had a wreck. Brenda broke down and cried. Then mama 
asked the man if it wuz a bad wreck an' he said it wasn't^ 

Then he called Daddy outside and talked to him an' said it 
wuz a bad wreck. He said my cousin Glenda wuz in real bad shape. 

So Mama got dressed and went down t' th' hospital t' see if they 


were alright. But Glenda died. 

After the funeral iny cousin stayed with us until they could 
find a home an* until their mama an* daddy got out of the hospital. 

One night weeks later Brenda said she felt th* presence of 
ijomeono j-n her room an* woke up. There to her surprise wuz 
vjlenda, standin* at th* foot of th* bed. Glenda told Brenda 
how she missed an* loved her, Brenda sat up to talk to her, but 
Glenda vanished, 

Brenda ran t* mama's room and told her what had happened." 

Written and told by 
Joey Taylor 


A WARNIN' 

"Early one mornin Elmer Rigdon and his friend Emit set out 
to visit a sick friend, Elmer was still stayin' with some folks 
it lived at th* forks of th* Big Hurricane Creek, Their friend 
was real sick so they stayed 'til round midnight. 

They walked and finally they saw the house. When they got 
t* th* house, John Deen, the man who owned it, picked up and 
kicked a vhiskey bottle clean out of the yard tryin* to get out 
of that house. That started the questions, 

'John, \diat on earth are ya doin'?* asked Elmer quite surprised. 

'Don't ya hear that under th* house? It sounds like one 
of them there wild foxes. A hollerin' and hollerin' and groanin', 
John said. 

Bessie Deen, John's wife was hard o* bearin', She didn't hear 
nothin but she looked an* looked -an* looked, Th* noise started 
t'ward th* smoke house. It got lowder and lowder *til finally even 
riizz Bessie heard it. 




come on in and get some rest, we can start lookin’ fer it in the 
mornin’,' Bessie insisted. 

The next day they got up real early t' tract it down. But 
the thang just weren't no place t' be seen, not even the grass 
was bent down. So finally they stopped lookin. 

Three weeks later Bessie's eleven year ol' girl was cookin' 
an' caught a fire. She screamed and hollered but nobody heard 
her. Then she ran into the bedroom an' burnt t' death. An' 
when she was found Mizz Bessie started believin' that that wolf 
yellin was a warnin. 


Told by Grace Rigdon 


to Dianne Riekatsoa 



MARIA, CALL MY NAME 


Th© house "thai: we live in is very old, actually several 
lerations of people must have lived and died here. If you 
doubt the existence; of the spirit world and the probability of 
contact with the same, then you won't believe, but those of 
you who do believe will understand and maybe you've had simular 
experiences. 

To start with, when I first came here, I was told of the 
strange voices which would call out during the deepest hours of 
night and also the invisible visitors which walk unseen, but heard. 
Did I believe? "NO." 

No, not until Maria came into ny life. Maybe it is a mistake 
for me writing about her. You see, she really exists, not in 
body form, but as a beautiful Indian Maiden who in spirit has 
retirrned. 

Late Thursday night, I'd gone outside. All of the family, 

I learned later, were in the house. I was standing by the window 
when all of a sudden a boice from far off called me. It was a 
woman,, I quote her actual words as being, "James, come here," 

I was startled and walked aroijnd the house to see who had 
called me, but to my surprise, there was no one around. I was 
frightened and I must admit that I'm still afraid, but I was 
destined to hear, see, and believe. 

An hour or so later my sister heard a voice call her, and 
we were all in the house, ¥e checked and found out that it 
was no one, at least no one that we could see. Then again last 
night I heard her voice and she told me her name was Maria. 

¥ill she come back? Yes, I believe so because there was 
a reason for her revealing herself to me. Fact or fiction, 
maybe you laugh and scoff, but maybe it will take an experience 
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like mine to make you believe. Maria has returned for some 
unseen reason...what, why, and how? 


The author of this story has asked 

to have his name confidential but 

the story may be verified by Junior Hawkii 


THE PEGIEG 


"My cousin, Joe Moore lived out in the country at Mr. 
McKensy's house. This place where he lived was just full of 
history of murders an' suicides. Down th' road from where he 
lived a man shot himself. An' in the very same house he lived, 
two men were killed. One shot himself an' one hung himself on a 
door knob. This place is right down th' road from Henry Ahls. 

Th' man that hxmg himself was pegleg an' every one that 
has lived there says that you can hear th' pegleg on th' 
ceilin' at night. Th' house was two story house. Finally th' 
second story was closed off for some unknown reason. 

Everyone said that was where the ghost of Pegleg lived. Joe 
an' me was goin' to spend th' night there. It was about three 
months ago in th' summer. But I haven't forgotten any of the 
details. 

Our first luck the doorknob was stuck. So, we climbed in 
by the window. ¥e were all kiddin' and uneasy. Then we thought 
we heard the tappings startin' cornin' from th' ceilin! 

"Look!" My eyes got big with amazement as th' curtains 
s'^''rted blowin' away from th' window when the window was down. 
There were five rooms on th' bottom floor, then all of a sudden 
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■every light in th' house went out. That was enough! ¥e left. 

Th’ next day we came back to get Joe's clothes we'd 
left an' as we started t' leave we heard a husky so\ind like a 

1._gh. ¥e got-out of that place an' never went back." 

Told to Greg Davis 
by J. Bennett 
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LEOLA CARTER IS WASH H0J3E 


"Ify name is Leola Garter an* I can remember way back when 
my grandmother was doin' her washin’ an* ironin’,. She had to 
wash outside. Got all the water from the well," 

Leola Carter’s wash house and her story of this recently 
faded way of life speaks of a day when a woman’s dreams didn’t 
reach as far as automation, and she didn't think of grumbling 
that all of Monday would be a choreo 

"She'd scrub th* clothes an* put soap in th' pot an* boil 
ito She let ’em boil about thirty t* forty-five minutes. Then 
take 'em out an* put 'em in clean rinse water in th* log sink an* 
rinse in about three waters an’ then hang 'em on th* line t* dry. 
She’d scrub ’em on th* scrub-board an* beat 'em on th* 
end of th* beatin* block on th* end of th' wash log. They beat 
th* clothes with a stick. Yes, we called ’em beatin* sticks an* 
they beat th* clothes with ’em an' scrub ’em with a '■ioard. When 
they put 'em in to rinse an* boil all this had t’ be drawn 
by bucket from th* well by hand. Later on in years, my 
grandmother never did get t* see those daysp th* washing machines 
came, I haven’t washed this way in, oh, thirty years, twenty-five 
or thirty, 

Th' big wash pots th* use outside you could buy from hard¬ 
ware houses. Oh yes, there was a line of 'em back in those days, 

A fifteen or twenty gallon poc cost *bout five dollars, just in th* 
past years the price has gone up an* people quit usin’ 'em too," 

Recorded by Dale Carter 
Transcribed by Lori Wilson 
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PASS TH" BISCiriT 


Pass th' biscuit, pleaseo An* let me have some of that good ol’ 
rice an* .hicken down here a 

Hello folks, how about cornin' on in here an* takin’ a peek at 
these good ol* Bacon County recipeso Now days most \ih th* people 
don't eat backbone an* rice er hog head cheese. Some places ya 
even have t* get grits at uh foreign food store away from hereo 
If th’ reason you're not eatin' high on th' hog is ya don't 
know just how to mess these good ol' southern treats up, we've 
got a treat for youo Here are th' recipes, ya don't even have t* 
take 'em downo 


BREADS, CAKES, PIES, PUDDIN' 

Cracklin' Corn Bread 

about two cups self-rising meal, about 1/2 cup cracklins, mix 

o 

with milkj, grease you a fryin* pan, bake at I|.00 for about 20 
minutes or vmtil donso 

Homemade Hoecakes 

You take 1 and 1/2 cup of meal and add water \intil it is kind of 
soupyo Pour into a pan and cook slowly,. It makes good hoecakeso 

Gina Davis 

Biscuit Puddin' 

Use cold biscuits and crumble them up, put one tablespoon of vanilla 
flavoring, and 1 and 1/2 cups of sugar, 3 eggs and enough milk to 
mix it goodo And grease your pans with butter, and sprinkle a little 
flour in the bottom of your pans, and set temperature to 3^0° until 
light browno 

Roy Medders 





Boil fibout 5 or 6 '.Mediu;'. si.za potatoes until tender; olf s):in 

and masli or beat xintil creamy<> Add about 1/3 cup flour-,; ; - 

;o 1 and 1/2 cups milk^ 2 cups syrup, 3 eggSy and 1/2 stici: buttero 
Beat Welle Add nutmeg or any otbei^ flavor desiredo Pour into a 
sheet pan, bake until well do.^e about minutes at about depending 

on temperature of oven^ Leola Carter 

Syrup Pie 

1 cup sorghxim syrup, 1/2 cup sugar, 1/- c-up flour, [i. eggSe. l/ii 
cup milk, 1 teaspoon vanilla, 1/4 teaspoon nutraeg, 2 tabiespoens 
butter, few grains (pinch) salts 

Cream butter,, add eggs beaten, and jiixed sugar and flourt 'ben add 
vanilla, nutmeg, and salte ndd syrup, milk and pa;' into unbaked pie 
shells Bake at 3^0° about 30 mint or imtil sets 

Leola Carter 

Agg Pie 

/hole egg, 3 egg yellows 
1 heaping tablespoon flour 

1 tablespoon of butter 
1/2 cup sugar 

2 cups milk 

Vanilla or nutmeg flavor 

Beat eggs, flour,butter,and sugar together; stir w. n- and flavors 

Pauline Griffen 

Sweet Potato Fie 

2 cups mashed potatoes 2 eggs 

1 cup thin cream or milk (whole) 2 teaspoons butter 

1/2 cup sugar 1 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon grated lemon rind 
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Put potatoes through ricer or sieve® Beat in eggs and add other 
ingredients® Pour into pie pan lined with pastry and bake in noderate 
o/en until firnio Cover with meringue if you like and brown® Vanilla 
maybe used instead of lemon® Mrs® Levada Holbrook 

Crisp Sugarless Gingersnaps 

2 cups medium heavy (thick) syrup® 1 cup lard or butter® 1/)' tsp® 
salt® 1 tablespoon ground ginger® 2 teaspoons soda® $ \/2 cups floi 
(to make soft batter)® 

Boil together syrup, shortening, salt and ginger® Let boil well two 
minutes or longer if syrup is thin® Set aside to cool, then add 
soda and beat thoroughly® Add flour to make dough as soft as can be 
handled® Roll out to 1/8 inch thickness cut with cookie cutter and 
bake on greased cookie sheet in slow oven 300 degrees, as these scorcb 
easily® Leola Carter 

Syrup Cake 

3 eggs beaten, 1/2 cup butter or crisco, 1 cup syrup, 21/2 cups 
self-rising flour, 1 cup milk, 1 teaspoon yanilla flavoring, use 
about 1/Ij. teaspoon bA’ jng soda® 

Cream butter, eggs, and sugar® Add flavoringt Pour into greased and 
floured pans and bake until done, about 30 minutes at 3^0°® Use 
blackberry jelly between layers® Stack cake layers aith jelly while 
cake is still warm® Strawberry jam or pineapple jam can be used as 
you like® 

Leola Carter 

Sausage Biscuit 

1/2 lb® sausage 
2 cups self-rising flour 
cups buttermilk 

Pry saxisage; drain and crumble® Place flour in mixing bowlj cut 

1;6 


ah&rteningo Add buttermilk and stir until blendedo Stli^ in ci-u.iibled 
sausage;, knead on floured board 10 times, roll out to 1/2 inch thicknea 
Cut with cutter,. Bake at 1^50° on ungreased cookie sheet for 10 minutes 

Susan Ivey 


MEATS 


To Cook Coon 

Run cold water over coon, over and over until the odor is gone and 
then cut meat upo Put it in pot and boil until meat can be cut 
with fork, and then take meat out^ and put in a square pan, and put 
a little of the juice in pan, and bake until browno Then take it out 
of the oven, and pour barbecue sauce all ewer the meat, and cook just 
a few minutes longero Set temperature at about i|.00°o 


Roy Medders 


To Cook Squirrels 

'' cook squirrels dress them being very careful not to let the fur 
get against the meato After they are dressed let them soak in ice 
water for 3 to I|. hours« Cut them up and salt and pepper them to 
taste, roll in dry flour and fry in shortening until golden brown® 
At 350 degrees® 


Hog Head Cheese 

Take the head of a hog and boil it® After the meat has boiled cut 
the meat off and put it into a salvage grinder and grind it up. 

While grinding the meat add salt, pepper, and sage® After the meat 
has been ground up then take and put it in a pan and warm it up® 

When the meat is warm put it into a cloth flour sack and squeeze all 
the grease out® Then take the meat and put a plate over it with a 
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Home remedies have faded from the American scene in most places am 
vanished from the medicine chests of most Bacon County families long agi 
The self-sufficient home doctors seemed to move aside with the dawn of 
patent medicines and the growth of institutional medicine. 

There still remains in Bacon County some few who failed to lay asi( 
the old teachings or at least if not the practice, the memory of them. 
¥e'd like to share with you the himnor and the practicality shown in tho, 
remedies we've collected in the county. 

WART REMEDIES 

To remove warts, count the number of warts you have and put the same 
number of rocks in a paper sack and carry it to the forks of the road 
and set it down—never look back. Whoever came along and picked the 
sack up they would get all of your warts. C.H. Wheeler 

Cut you a piece of your sideburn, biary it \inder a piece of old com, 
water it everyday at six o'clock until it disappears. Joy Johnson 

A way to get rid of warts is to steal yo\ir neighbor's dish cloth and 

wrap it over the warts three times and bury it mder your front door 

step. Some people say you are supposed to bury it in the woods. 

Mrs. Lois Harvey 

Steal your granny's dishrag, rub the wart with it, then bury the rag 
under her back-door steps. Granny Norris 

If you have a wart, rub it and count to twenty-one and stop and 
keep doing it for three weeks and it will go away. Teresa Whitley 

Find a person who has ability to talk an unknown tongue and they can 
talk warts off a person. Carolyn Raulerson 

Some people have the power to make warts go away by buying them. 
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give you some money, rub the warts, say some words to themselves. You 
must keep that money until the warts are completely gone and it is 
never paper money. Granny Norris 

If you have a wart auad believe it will go away a month from the time 
you start to believe it it "will go away. Freda Ann Taylor 

If you have warts, pick up a rock and rub it on the wart, then throw 

the rock over your shoulder and walk away and don't look back. 

Bessie Rosier 

If you take yoirr little finger and rub over the wart two times, it 

will go away—to some people it will and to some it won't. 

J.R. Boatright 

If you have a wart then take a penny and rub on the wart and take the 

penny and throw it over the left shoulder onto a road and don't look be 

Steve Harrison 

Dj-n a wart in stump water to make it go away. E.¥. Warnock 

If you have warts, take a brown stone, rub it on the warts seven times 

and throw it over your left shoulder and don't look back. 

Freda Ann Taylor 

Put a penny over the door to get rid of warts. La Donna Taylor 

If a person is infected with a wart. You can pick up an old cow bone 
or chicken bone, it doesn't matter. Rub it on the wart till it gets 
hot. Then place it in the same position you found it, and go' away and 
don't look back. Annie Taylor 

Pick the wart and let it bleed on a grain of corn and give it to a 
black chicken. Lennis Johnson 

T' ? a rag and rub the wart up and down a few times. Now take a brand 
new hankerchief and put the rag inside the hankerchief. Take the four 


corners of the hankerchief and tie them together so that the rag canno' 
come out. Go next to the forks of a road throw the hankerchief hetweei 
the forks and the wart will go away, Billy Davis 

The editor's father is a doctor and he has had warts taken off by an 
old doctor who took him into the operating room and rubbed afterbirth 
on the warts, thinking the man was an old fool he looked down at his 
hands and found the skin where they had been looked like a new born 
baby's. Charlotte Virusky 

One of the students of this class, Rugena Taylor had warts all over hei 

hands and her .mama took her down to the bone pile on the farm and 

rubbed her warts until they got hot and then she layed the bone in the 

same place as she got it and in about three weeks her warts went away. 

Susan Taylor 

Slice a potato in half and rub it on the wart. Mrs. Magdelene Rici 

Take a butterbean, cut it in hailf, take one half and bury it at midnigi 
and take the other half and throw it aWay. On the h^alf that you biary 
put the blood from the wart. The wart will go away because the blood 
on the butterbean draws the wart. 




John Elrod 


BLEEDING 


A fast way to stop bleeding is if you are at work or at home and you happen 

t' get cut and it started bleeding you should get a spider web, and wrap 

it around the wound to stop the bleedings Alma Taylor 

If you pull a tooth you can put salt on it and it will stop bleeding» 

Francis Turner 

For a nose bleed take a dime and hold it against the roof of your mouth 
with your tongue. Georgia Mixon 

For a nose bleed put spider webs on top of your head and read a verse 
out of the Bible, Bennie Bullard 

If you get cut take brown paper like on a grocery bag and put it on the 
cut, it would stop the bleeding. Mrs, Arm Williams 

A long time ago if your nose started Bleeding, they said to put sizzors 
on the back of your neck. Mrs. Ann Williams 

When an animal or person gets cut if you say this version it will stop 
the bleeding. But before you say the version you must put yorrr hand or 
Coat on the animal or person. You don't have to be a Christian to get 
it to work. Also it doesn't matter where you put your hand or coat as 
long as you have it somewhere on the body. Also, you have to know the 
version by heart. The reason why it works is because it's the word of 
God. Now here's the version: 

Chapter 16, version 6 in Ezekiel: And when I passed by thee and 
saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when 
Thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said \jnto thee when thou 
wast in thy blood Live. Ann Varnadore 

BURNS 

If you got burned you could take clay, soda, vinegar and make 

politices. Oveda Rewis 

For burns use butter5 vasiline. Baking soda and Mayonaise. 

Jackie Moore 
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Some people can talk the fire out of a burn and some people can't. 

Naomi Carter 

If you have a sore-place on you, you can take a plant called Aloe- 
Vedra and rub it over the sore and it will go away. People say it 
good for sun burn, burned hand or finger or cut foot or just a sore 
place. Mildred Peacock 

If you pick pepper and get the pepper juice on your hands and touch 
your face it will start burning and to stop the burning they say if 
you go in a chicken house it will stop the burning. Ira Taylor 

HICCUPS 

Get sugar, 1 teaspoon and eat it without anything to drink and it 
will stop hicQups. Gene Allbriton 

If you have the hiecup* count to ten and drink water while you are 
counting, Hubert Sasser 

Take a teaspoon of peanut butter. Per a Surrency 

Scare the person who has the hiccups, Denise Johnson 

To get rid of hiccups, get a mouth full of water and stand on your 
head and swallow it. Ilene Wright 

WORMS 

For worms take Iodine and turpentine. Edward Waters 

Eat tobacco, seed till there gone. Edward Waters 

Eat a head of garlic everyday until they have gone. Ed, Waters 

Something for worms take Jei^usalem Oak and make tea out of it and 

drink it. Jessie Mae Sykes 

Take assfitide, put it in white whiskey, take it for worms. 

Jessie Mae Sykes 

For sandworms paint the spot with fingernail polish. Sarah Davis 
Take dog finnel roots and put them in a pot let them come to a boil 
and make a tea, put yoirr feet in the pan with the tea. This will 


cirre sandworms. 


Sherry Carter 



SORE EYES 


For sore eyes mash up goard leaves put them in a cloth bag and lay 
the bag on eyes. Mrs. Mary Jo Holtor 

For sore eyes scrap Irish potatoes put them in a cloth bag and put 
the bag on your eyes. Clara,Meeks 

Go to the brook and wash your eyes with running water. 

Water and hot grape juice for sore eyes. C. Meeks 

Vinegar and water is good if you get bleach in your eyes. 

Laverne Carter 


LAXATIVE 

Eat turnip greens or stewed primes. Mary Jo Holten 

Take a large dosage of Castor Oil or Epsom salt. Reba Sweat 
Take tea stewed from the red bark of blackberry root to stop 


diarreah. 


Stephen Harrison 



SPRAINS 


Back in the old days, if someone had a sprained wrist or leg^ they 
would put clay and vinegar to make a cast 'ri t to ’ ake it heal upo 

Joey Taylor 

For a sprained ankle take good wet red clayo Pat it on your foot, then 
pour vinegar on it* This will take out the soreness and swellingo 

Francis Taylor 

TO INSURE HEALTH 

To prevent disease in children parents used to tie an assphitide string 
around their necko The assphitide was wrapped up in cloth and hooked 
to a string and put on the child's neck and the child would never have 
any kind of diseasec (Asafoetida) Jackie Moore 

Wear a string of garlic around your neck and it will keep the bad luck 
away for you, Teresa McKinnon 

KIDNEY TROUBLE 

Ify great grandmother would take watermelon seed and wash them, then she 
would crush them up and make a tea out of them. This is good for kidney 
infection, Naomi Carter 

For kidney trouble take seven onions and boil with water f.hiok. 

Take a spoon full a day, Clara Meeks 

BITES AND STINGS 

For a wasp sting, the juice from chew5.ng tobacco, Nelda Boatright 
If you are bit by a black widow spider, drink liquor heavy from 3*00 p,m« 
to 7 1 00 Pom, You won't get drunk. You'll be healed, Karen Waters 
For swelling of any kind take peach tree leaves and beat them up. Put 

water on them. Then apply to the swelling, Mrs, Clara Meeks 

If you get stung by a bee, got somebody to chew up some tobacco and put 

it on the sting and swelling will go down., Ann Williams 


If 70U get fjtung by a v/aap or beS;, take bakir.g soda^ cold wacsr^ancl 
,':roaiiu gir-y'ern Hake ajiater and oat ,1, out er the atings I\:e 
anelling will go dovn in 30 minutes or lessg Lisa Taylor-Preda Inn Taylor 
Chew u: 3"no tobacco getting it real juicy, then placing the tobacco 
on the stingo It will take the poison and swelling out* Pete Simmons 
Turper ine and salt on rattlesnake's blteo This draws out the poisono 

L, As Elrod 

Cut a chicken in halfe The warm body draws poison out of a rattle= 
aiaake blteo Lp A* Elrod 

If you are bit by a rattlenhal::© take and get a chicken and cut it and 
put it on the bite. It will diw the poison out of ito Come people 
say It will work and some don't*. Daddy said that his uncle got bit 
by a rattlesnake and they done this and he lived to get to rhe doctor 
and he got better after -chat, uavld Lambert from randaddy Carter 


C j.. : ESTIO.. 

Kelt together on stove: beeswax,- Itattln suet, few drops of turpentine, 
ci.riphoi-, vicks salve c Saturate flannel cloth in itj hear ! not and 
it is real good for a chest cold^ This is called fryed rage Linda Tyus 


Ciiiff turpentine to get rid of congestion, 
Hake a mustard plaster for congestion. 


he, Vi „ i".'a mock 


Cessle Cykes 


fub camphor.'.ted oil on the bottom of baby’s foot at night to h.olu in 


bseat.’iiriE?. 


fcf-re ,a chhh'::'Mi rnf cook tl-O Cat to crease and rub it on your chesr for 


a c.ies':. oi 


aacicj, G emoD 


o ’.read up phsr.ioi’.ia, take vi\^ 8 gur,, bee's wa.>;, and tall 
and make a poltlce ana put i'e on your chests, Hr.c c 


h: it uc 




Ln ’'.eroslne and tie it around your neck for croon 


I 0 r o t hV J-'ia 0 J ohn, s or. 






PKEUMONIA 


For pneumonia put a tar^jacket on a person who has pne . .laa Sally Mi! 
Take turpentine and boil it and add some peppero Then put some salve 
on your cheat to keep the turpentine from burnings Smear the turpentine 
on your chest and stay in bed for a^-niieo The reason she used this 
was there wasn't any hospitalso She tried it when she was little and it 
workedo Grandma Davis 


GHICKENPOX 

For chicken pox get a black chicken kill it and boil it and take a bath 
in it a You will get rid of the chickan poxo Larry Smart 

Put the person in the door of the chicken house and run the chickens 
out over thegi« Margaret Holland 


COUGH 

Some people would make coiigh syrup out of whiskey and rock candy. Firstj 
they would crack the rock candyo They then would take a pint bottle and 
fi ed it three fourths full of whiskeyo They would put the rock candy 
in the bottle with the whiskey* They would let it set one or two weeks o 
aen someone would get a cough, they would get a teaspoon of the syrup 
every three or foiir hours o Margaret Holland 

Mix vjh; jkey, lemon and honey together and that is good for a covigho 

Missouri Thompson 

When you have the whooping-cough, you can get milk from a mare and drink 

ito -^is will ep the cough from being so bad, Anne Taylor 

Mix a ew drops of turpentine liquid with a teaspoon of sugar for a cougt 

Lanier Haulerson 

Mix together 

SskH MHin[k±My lemon juice, molasses and sugar and take twice every four' 


hours for a cough. 


Mary Jane Taylor 



Take moonshine, lemon juice, and honey mix it together and it will make 


cough syrupo Cleo Surrency 

For croop take a silk stocking and wrap it around your necks It'll 
V ar it up in no time* Francis Taylor 

Get flax seed, slippery elm, and rock candy. Boil it for 20 minutes 
and drain it in cheese cloth, the remains become the cough medicines 

Idell Griffin 


C throat 

If you have a sore throat, you should <737 ale with one teaspoon of ker» 
osenes Tie a sock around your throat that you wore that days The ne^t 
day your sore throat should be gone away. Bo .Rigby 

Vinegar and soda and salt to gargle for sore throat. Bo Rigby 
Take beer and mix lemon with it and drink its It is for sore throat, 

Mrs8 Ao Be Holland 

If your throat is scratchy drink a cup of warm water. Granny Stewart 
'n you get a sore throat take warm salty water and gargle, 

Yvonne Newberry 

For mild sore throat: 1 cup boiling water with four sage leavesj steep 
10 minutes and add honey and cider vinegar. Use as a gargle several 
times a day, Velma Moody 

Tie a dirty sock around your neck for a sore throat, Robert Taylor 
Mix honey and w^r^Hicey together and take a teaspoon every two hours 
until it stops hurting, Annie Taylor 



COLDS 


Ginger tea made from ginger is good for a cold and the flu. 

Myrtle Elrod 

For colds take wild cherry bark and mix with honey and boil down to a 
syrup. Clara Meeks 

When people get a chest cold or get a head cold they should dig up some 

roots called sassafrass,, First they peel the roots and then they would 

beet them up real good. Then they boil them in water and drink it. 

Mrs. Jimmy Cothern 

If you got a cold you wore a block of camphol. Oveda Rewis 

Make tea out of golden rod and blue grass for fever. Gessie Mae Sykes 

Hog hoof tea was used to cure colds. Ricky Mosby 

Kerosene and camphorated oil for colds. Mrs. Zeak Steedly 

For a cold take small green onions boil them in water and drink the water, 

Jackie Cribb 

Epsom salt and warm vinegar for a cold, Rittie Lee 

Put turpentine around your pillar to open your nose and head up. 

Joy Rigby 

Honey and "paragart" for a cold. Bo.Rigby 

Drink lamb's tongue and whiskey tea. Regina Waters 

Drink red peper tea for colds. Edward Waters 

Eat onions roasted in ashes for a child's coldo Karen Waters 

Get some corn shucks and cut them up and boil them in some water and 
take one teaspoon full every two hours for fever. Grandma Johnson 

If someone in your family gets the flu, take an onion and cut it open, 

Put one part over the person's head and the other part throw over your 
right shoulder into a lake. If it lands with a big splash the person 
will recover, Freddie Ann Taylor 

For colds the people back in the 1800's would mix melted beef tawler (fat) 

turpentine, and castor oil together. Then they would take a flannel 

cloth and dip it in the mixture then put it on the chest of the person 
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who had a cold, 
week. 


They would make them wear the rag on their chest for a 

Minnie Lee Lee 


FOR WHATEVER ELSE AILS 

If you get sick on your stomach, take baking soda and water and drink i-t 

Yuvone Newberry 

Rub your throat with sardine oil for the mumps. Mick Wilcox 

If you have the flu and are taking castor oil, turn the cup over on a 

cabinet before you swallow it and you won't throw it up. 

Freda Ann Taylor 

For any serious child's illness, take some blood from the child's arm, 
put and feed it to a black hen. Granny Norris 

Cut the head off of a black chicken and pour the blood over shingles, 
and it will keep the foxes away. Mr. Bo Faycock 

If you have ground itch step in fresh cow mess. Mr. B. Faycock 

If you have a fever blister kiss a red headed boy. Amy Woods 

Take a piece of cone out of honey and chew it til you get all the honey 

out and keen chewing it for a while and that's good for sinus trouble. 

Naomi Carter 

Orange juice for hayfever. Oveda Rewis 

For high blood mix vinegar, cloves of garlic up and take daily. 

Clara Meeks 

If you have a stone bruise take an Irish potato and cut it open and 
put it on the bruise, the soreness will go out quickly. Freda Taylor 

Every Spring long time ago people would drink sassafras tea to thin 
their blood as a spring tonic. Lisa Campbell 

For heart trouble eat vamps and garlic and you can eat them cooked or 
raw Edward Waters 
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For a broken arm make a mixt'ure of red clay and water and put a splint 
on both sides of the arm and plaster with clay around the arm; when the 
clay dries put arm in splint and it will heal. Mrs, Stephen Harrison 

For poison ivy use a mixture of buttermilk and baking soda or vinegar, ar 
salt. Edward Waters 

If you have the thrash, there are some people that can cure it. They saj 
if you never saw youir daddy, you can blow in the person's mouth with the 
thrash, and it will clear up in about three days. Anne Taylor 

Remedy for babies with hives: Take' an onion and cut off the top and 
hollow out a place. Put as much sulfur as you can get on a knife in 
the hollowed out place. Put top of the onion back on, wrap it in a browr 
bag, and wet the bag. Roast over hot ashes. When done, squeeze juice 
out through a cheese cloth. Feed to the baby about a teaspoon at a time 
every once in a while. Sometimes you can warm it up; sometimes add 
sugar. Linda Tyus 

You could get rid of a dog's cold by getting green pine tops and. putting 
them on a fire and getting the dog to breathe in the smoke. He'll 
sneeze and get rid of the cold. Harry Smart 
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Snakes are one of the most feared animals of the forest and 
we have our share of them here in South Gaox-giaj, yet tiie person 
confronting the snake is not as ecarad as the snake itself. The 
sight of that ugly head with the wide mouth and ugly fangs strikes 
fear into most people, but just think what that smake thinlcs of you. 

The only reason, probably, that he tries to bite you is 
that he is trying to defend himself. The reason that snake handlers 
are not bitten is that they are not scared and usually the reason 
they're not scared is that the snake is defanged. 

Snakes have a very keen sense of smell. They smell with 
their tongues. Fear has a smell and if the snake smells your fear 
he will bite you. You may have heard that snake charmers charm 
snakes with their music. This is not -crue. The snake ^ay look 
like he is sxvaying to the music, but he isn't swaying to the music. 
He's swaying because the snake charmer is swaying. 

Snakes can't hear. The only way they know a person is coming 
is by feeling the vibrations on the ground with their tongues. 
Despite all the facts I. might tell you, or you might gather about 
snakes, there is still folklore and superstitions about them here 
in Bacon County, 


Sayings 

If your nose itches there will be a snake behind you. 

Marshall Thompson 

If you are walking in the woods and a snake is in front of you, 
take off your shirt and hang it on a limb and the snake will look 
at it and will not move. Orvil Lewis 

I heard if there are four people in line and pass a snake the 
last one will get bit. Marshall Thompson 

If a snake bites a dog with dew claws, he will not die. 


Orvil Lewis 



If you kill a black snake and throw him in the air and if he lands 
on his back it will rain the next day* 

Harold Thomas from Sunny 


On dog days a snake can’t see. Marshall Thompson 

If you get dust from a rattlers rattles in your eyes it will make 
you go blind. Bruce Hawkins 

If you kill a rattle snake his mate will come looking for him. 

Roy Music 

If you put something in front of a rattlesnake he will stay there. 

Bruce Hawkins 


If a snake bites a pig, the pig will not die. 

Roy Music 

If you cut a joint snake in two he will grow back togorher. 

If you kill a smake at 12:00, the next day at the same time his 
mate will come looking for him. 

Charles Hyers. 

STORIES 

Once there was a little girl. She was crippled and had no 

friends, no sisters, no brothers. One day she vjas walking down 

the porch steps and saw a snake. So she started to tell her 

mother, but the snake looked like it was crying. So she went to 

get some food. Day after day, she fed the snake and played with 

it. Later, her father came in from driving the big truck and seer 

the snake. And killed it. The next week the girl died. 

Annie Tanner 
to Kenneth 

One day a man had been out fishing in boots and he died. His 
wife soon had a new husband and she gave her past husband's boots 
to the new husband vdaen he was going out one day. He died suddenl 




A third husband came and he too was given the boots and ended 
as the others. Then there was discovered snake fangs in the 
old boots. Told by R.T. Johnson 

My mother was sitting on an old wash tub with a baby in her arms. 

She was watching her brothers and sisters set out tobacco. We heard 
something that sounded like leaves moving around. My mother 
just sat there and listened. Finally, she looked back and it was a 
coachwhip. She took off running because she had always heard that a 
coach'vAiip came to babies before they came to anything else. 

From Trudie Rigby to Joy 

Granny Taylor told: "A rat snake will crawl all over the house and 
if they get the chance they will just drop right down on the bed 
with you, or crawl in the chair or under the chair where you're 
at. That happened to me. He was about six foot long. And he 
crawled up in the springs under the chair. And we had to call 
Tommy Lee and then he came out of the field to get him out of the 
chair. Those kind of snakes are brave, I sure wasn't when he crawled 
up in that chair with me." From Granny Taylor to Lisa 

When I was about one year old, I was standing in the door. And a coach 
whip came across the yard and he started for the house, I didn't 
move. He was about five feet long and my big brother saw him. 

He picked up a stick and hit him. The coachwhip atood up in his 
tail and he ran my brother into the house. The coachwhip stood 
a long time and then he went away and my brother did not bother 
a coachifdiip anymore. 


To James King from Joshua King 


He had a 


It was 1948 , and my dad was dippin’ tar for a linin’, 
bucketful of tar, A bucketful of tar weighs about fifty pounds. 
Daddy didn’*t have cjuite a full bucket of tar so I guess it was about 
forty pounds. He was about three miles on the other side of the 
Bacon County line in Ware County about a half a mile from his 
house close to the branch. 

He was walking along swinging his tar bucket vdien he Baw what looked 
like a log. He was going to put his foot on it and step on over it, 
VJell, when he got on top of it, it started rolling. He jumped off of 
it, and he looked back and it was a big water moccasin. He took 
out for the house just a swinging that bucket. 

Home remedies have faded from the American scene in most 
places and vanished from the medicine chests of most Bacon 
County families long agos The self-sufficient home doctors seem¬ 
ed to move aside with the dam of patent medicines and the 
growth of institutional medicinej 

There still remains in Bacon County some few who failed 
to lay aside the old teachings or at least if not the practice, 
the memory of them; We’d like to share with you the humor and 
the practicality shown in those remedies we’ve collected in 
the county; 


Wart Remedies 

To remove warts, count the number of warts you have and put the 

same number of rocks in a paper sack and carry it to the forks 

of the orad and set it down niver look back. Whoever came along 

and picked the sack up they would get all of your warts, 

E,H, Wheeler 

Cut you a piece of your sideburn, bury it under a piece of old 
corn, water it (the corn) everyday at six o’clock until it 
disappears. 


Joy Johnson 



A way to get rid of warts is to steal your neighbor's dish 

rag and wrap it over the warts three times and bury it under 

your front 'ioor step*. Some people say you are supposed to bury 

it n i.he woods* Mrs. Lois Harvey 

steal your granny’s dishrag^ rub the wart with it, then, bury 

the rag under her back-door steps* Granny Norris 

If you have a wart, rub it and count to twenty-one and stop 

and keep doing it for three weeks and it will go away, 

Teresa “Whitley 

Find a person >dio has ability to talk an unknown tongue and 
they can talk warts off a person. Carolyn Raulerson 

Some people have the power to make warts go away by buying 
them. They give you some money, rub the warts, say some words 
to themselves. You must keep that money until the warts are 
completely gone and it is never paper money. Granny Norris 

If you have a wart and believe it will go away a month from 

the time you start to believe it, it will go away. 

Freda Ann Taylor 

If you have warts, pick up a rock and rub it on the wart, then 

throw the rock over your shoulder and walk away and don't look 

back. Bessie Rosier 

If you take your little finger and rub over the wart two times, 

it will go away—to some people it will and to some it won't, 

J«R o Boatright 

If you have a wart then take a penny and rub on the wart and 
take the penny and throw it over the left shoulder onto a road 
and don't look back. Steve Harrison 

Dip a wart in stump water to make it go away, 

Eli Warnock 

If you have warts, take a brown stone, rub it on the warts seven 

times and throw it over your left shoulder and don't look back. 

Freda Ann Taylor 

Put a penny over the door to get rid of warts. 

LaDonna Taylor 



